Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Text 



UNCLASSIFIED 
PAGE 01 STATE 092823 
12 

ORIGIN 10-13 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 ARA-11 EUR-25 EA-11 NEA-10 ADP-00 SCI-06 
AID-20 OIC-04 NSF-04 EB-11 COME-OO L-03 CIAE-00 
DODE-OO INR-10 NSAE-00 PA-03 RSC-01 USIA-12 PRS-01 
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DRAFTED BY IO/ SCT: LTHOMPSON: LB 
2/10/73 EXT 23511 

APPROVED BY IO - MR. DE PALMA 

SCI - MR. SIEVERING 

AID - MR. ARNOLD 

OIC- MR. MILLER 

CMD - MR. TANK 

SCT - MR. TREVITHICK 

NEA/ARP- MR. DICKMAN 

073413 

R 152335 Z MAY 73 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO USINT ALGIERS 
AMEMBASSY BUENOS AIRES 
AMEMBASSY CANBERRA 
AMEMBASSY VIENNA 
AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
AMEMBASSY BRASILIA 
AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 
AMEMBASSY SANTIAGO 
AMEMBASSY BOGOTA 
AMEMBASSY PRAGUE 
AMEMBASSY SANAA 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY ACCRA 
AMEMBASSY GUATEMALA 
AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI 
AMEMBASSY JAKARTA 
AMEMBASSY TEHRAN 
AMEMBASSY ROME 
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AMEMBASSY KINGSTON 
AMEMBASSY AMMAN 
AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
AMEMBASSY NAIROBI 
AMEMBASSY BLANTYRE 
AMEMBASSY MEXICO 
AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE 
AMEMBASSY WELLINGTON 
AMEMBASSY ISLAMABAD 
AMEMBASSY MANILA 
AMEMBASSY LIMA 
AMEMBASSY WARSAW 
AMEMBASSY BUCHAREST 
AMEMBASSY DAKAR 
AMEMBASSY MADRID 
AMEMBASSY STOCKHOLM 
AMEMBASSY COLOMBO 
AMEMBASSY TUNIS 
AMEMBASSY KAMPALA 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY MONTEVIDEO 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMEMBASSY CARACAS 
AMEMBASSY BELGRADE 
INFO USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 
USMISSION GENEVA 

UNCLAS STATE 092823 

E. O. 11652 N/A 
TAGS: TGEN, ECOSOC 

SUB J : ECOSOC COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY FOR 
DEVELOPMENT ( CSTD) 

REF: STATE 41 135 

1. CSTD HELD ITS FIRST SESSION IN NEW YORK FROM MARCH 12- 
31,1973. 

2. THE SESSION FOCUSED ON THE QUESTION OF QUANTIFICATION 
OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGICAL ACTIVITIES FOR DEVELOPMENT. 

THE LDC' S INTRODUCED A PROPOSED REVISION TO THE TEXT OF THE 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY, A DOCUMENT ADOPTED BY 
THE UN IN 1970 TO GUIDE DEVELOPMENT EFFORTS IN THIS DECADE. 

THE PROPOSED REVISION INCLUDED QUANTIFIED TARGETS AS 
FOLLOWS: (1) THE LDC' S WILL INCREASE THEIR EXPENDITURES 
ON SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY TO ATTAIN BY THE END OF THE DE- 
CADE A LEVEL EQUAL TO 1 PERCENT OF THEIR GNP; (2) THE DC' S 
WILL INCREASE THEIR FINANCIAL AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE 
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FOR THE SUPPORT OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY IN DEVELOPING 
COUNTRIES TO A LEVEL EQUAL TO 0.05 PERCENT OF THEIR GNP BY 
THE MIDDLE OF THE DECADE; AND, (3) THE DC' S WILL REACH BY 
THE END OF THE DECADE A TARGET OF 10 PERCENT OF THEIR RE- 
SEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT EXPENDITURE EARMARKED FOR THE 
SPECIFIC PROBLEMS OF THE DEVELOPING COUNTRIES. 

3. THE US AND OTHER DC' S STRONGLY OPPOSED THE CONCEPT OF 

QUANTIFIED TARGETS. THE DEBATE CENTERED ON TARGET (3). 

DC' S POINTED OUT THAT THE RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT STRUC- 
TURE IN THEIR COUNTRIES IS A COMPLEX COMBINATION OF 
GOVERNMENTAL, ACADEMIC, AND PRIVATE INSTITUTIONS AND THAT, 
GIVEN THIS STRUCTURE. IT IS DIFFICULT, IF AT ALL POSSIBLE, 

TO QUANTIFY WHAT PERCENTAGE OF R& D IS DIRECTED TOWARD 
PROBLEMS OF DEVELOPING COUNTRIES. NEVERTHELESS, THE 
LDC' S PUSHED THE ISSUE TO A VOTE AND THEIR PROPOSAL WAS 
ADOPTED ALTHOUGH EVERY DC VOTED AGAINST OR. IN THE 
CASE OF THE EAST EUROPEANS. ABSTAINED. 

4. AS A SUPPLEMENT TO THE TARGET ISSUE, A US- SPONSORED 
RESOLUTION WAS ALSO ADOPTED CALLING ON THE SYG TO CONVENE 
AN INTERGOVERNMENTAL EXPERT GROUP TO STUDY THE DEFINITION 
AND CRITERIA FOR TARGETS AND TO CLARIFY THE QUANTIFICATION 
OF SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL ACTIVITIES. 

5. BY NOTE DATED MAY 2, THE UN HAS ASKED CSTD MEMBERS TO 
IDENTIFY THE EXPERT CHOSEN TO REPRESENT THEIR COUNTRIES 
ON THE INTERGOVERNMENTAL EXPERT GROUP. THE US IS INFORM- 
ING THE UN THAT MR. DAVID BECKLER, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF 
THE OFFICE OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY, EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF 
THE PRESIDENT WILL REPRESENT THE US. MR. BECKLER IS A 
CHEMICAL ENGINEER. A PATENT ATTORNEY. AND HAS BROAD EX- 
PERIENCE IN GOVERNMENT AND INDUSTRY. 
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6. ACTION REQUESTED: POSTS ARE REQUESTED TO NOTIFY 
HOST GOVERNMENTS THAT MR. BECKLER WILL BE THE US 
REPRESENTATIVE TO THE EXPERT GROUP MEETING. IN ADDITION, 
POSTS ARE REQUESTED TO EXPRESS US BELIEF THAT COMPETENT 
SCIENTIFIC/ TECHNICAL REPRESENTATION AT MEETING IS 
NECESSARY FOR MEANINGFUL TECHNICAL DISCUSSION OF ISSUES 
OF QUANTIFICATION OF S& T ACTIVITIES AND PROPOSED TARGETS. 
ACCORDINGLY, WE HOPE THAT COUNTRIES DECIDING TO PARTICI- 
PATE IN THE EXPERT GROUP MEETING WILL CHOOSE SCIENTISTS OR 
SCIENCE POLICYMAKERS TO REPRESENT THEM. 

RUSH 
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*** Current Handling Restrictions *** n/a 
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